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BULLETIN OF UNSMPLOYMENT AND SICKNSSS BENEFITS STATISTICS 


YEAR ENDED JUNG, 1946 


This survey issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) 
overs the first year's operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Aet, 1944, 
hich came into operation on ist July, 1945, 





The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal earnings 
ave been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. The Aet also 
tovides a third class of benefit - designated Special Benefit ~ which gives a measure 
f assistance to those persons who, on account of some special circumstance, cannot 
omply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment or sickness benefit, and 
no are prevented from earning « livelihood and are in neod, 


The rate of benefit per week is 25 shillings for a mrried person or an 
amarried adult, plus 20 shillings for a dependent spouse and 5 shillings if the claimant 
as the custody, care and control of one or more children under 16 years of age, Thus 
ae maximum benofit is £2.10s. per week. For unmarricd juveniles the rate of benefit is 
> shillings if under 18 years and 20 shillings if 18 and under 21 yoars, 


& claimant is allowod a certain income without the rate of benofit boing 
'fectcd. Beyond this allowable amount the rate is roducod by tho amount of the oxcoss 
come. 


The numbers of recipionts of bonefit do not ombracec the total unomployment 
ad sickness in tho community. Unemployment or sickness of loss than sovon days duration 
3 not covered duc to the provision in tho Act of a “waiting period" of this longth of 
ime during which no benefit is payablo. Permanent incapacity is not includod as this 
3 covered by the Invalid and Old Ago Ponsions Act. Tho application of tho "moans tost” 
kcludcs anothor group from benofit. 


Tho number of "porsons on benofit" in this summary roletos to principal 


oneficiarios who would normally be broadwinnors. Depondants of such bonoficiarios aro 
ot included. 


1. GENERAL 





Tho information contained in this bulletin has boon compiled from data mado 
vailablo by the Department of Social Sorvicos. 


Advice is received in rospect of cachsaimission to bonofit followed by a 
urther advice when each bonefit is finally discontinuod. 


The tabulations summarizod bolow arc compiled from adviccs roecivod in thig 
ureau from the inception of the Act to 27th July, 1946, oxeluding those which rolatod 
© bonefits commencing after 30th Juns, 1946. Thus four weoks were allowod to enable 
elayed advices to reach this Bureau in time for inelusion in tho tabulations. This 
as rosulted in admissions to. bensfit boing practically complotso. The position with 
egard to discontinuances is not so satisfactory as in many cases thore is & longer 
nterval between the actual date of cossation of benofit and the date tho advice 
eaches this Bureau. Thus, in some instancos, advice of boncfits discontinuod towards 
ho close of the year did not reach this Bureau in timo for inclusion in tho tabula. 
ions, This has resulted in benefits current at tho ond of the yoar boing overstatad, 
nd discontinuancos during the year boing understated to the same extont,. 


2« SUMMARY = CLAIMS ADMITTED, EXITS, PERSONS ON BENEFIT 


During the year onded Juno, 1946, 114,561 claims wore admitted comprising 
75,834 unomployment, 38,445 sickness and 282 sposial boncfits, whilst 98,038 (664945 
unomployment, 30,941 sickness and 152 special) ef those benofits wero discontinuod, 
leeving 16,523 (8,889 unomploymont, 7,504 sickness ond 130 spocial) benefits in force 
at tho cnd of Junc, 1946. 


Tho total numbor of benofits grantcd and discontinued during the your onded 
June, 1946 and boneficiaries romaining on bonofit at 30th Juno, 1946, in each class of 
bonofit, is shown in tho following table:- 
CLAIMS ADMITTED, HTC. 


FROM 1ST JULY, 1945 TO 30TH JUNE, 1946 : SUSTRALE 





Claims admitted ; ' On bonofit at 
Class of during yoar Exits during ycar 30th: Jue, 4946 


eae ialos | | [Porsors| 
| _Malos | Fomalos Porsons | Malos | Fomalos | Porsons Malos | Fomalos } Porsors 









nemploymont | 63,622 | 12,212 | 75,834 |55,171 bade 8 5889 
ickness ..| 31,974 GA 71 1 o8 5445) | 25,847 5,094 7,904 
pocial .. 125 oY 282 105 _ 47 30 


Total: | 95,721 | 18,840 | 114,561 [81,123 | 16,915 | 98,038 | 14,598! 1,925 | 16,523 


3. BENEFITS PAID 


(i) All Bonefits : Stato totals and avoregos. During tho yoar onded 
June 1946, £1,055,212 was paid in benefits (£525,070 Unomploymont, £525,869 Sicknoss and 
-£4,273 Speciel). Since October, 1945, by which timo tho provisions of tho Act had 
probably become reasonably widely known, the amount paid out in sickness bonofits has 
flactuated betwoon £50,000 to £60,000 por month. Unemploymont bonofits reached thoir 
peak during January and February, 1946, when over £300,000 was pnid in bonofits mainly 
as a result of power rationing in Now South Walos and South Australia. During those 
two months approximately £215,000 was paid in New South Walos and £60,000 in South 
Australia. Soasonal unomploymont in tho sugar and moat industrios togothor with 
industrial troubles in tho lattor industry accounted for most of tho incroase in payments 
in Queensland during the latter half of the year. Tho incrcaso in Wostern Australia 
during the last two months was mainly due to power rationing caused by breakdown of powor 
plant. 








The following table shows the benefits paid in respect of each class of 
benefit in cach Stato and the average amount of benefit paid por person admitted to each 
“Class of benefit during tho yoar onded June, 1946:- 


BENEFITS PAID AND SVERGGE PHR PERSON ADMITTED DURING 1945-46 : STATES 
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Sickness 




























Unemployment . Special 
























State Average avorago averago average 
fimount por 4mount por Por . per 
person person Porson Porson 
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475,216 
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ctoria 7 28 , 234 1395267 1 1452 168,413 

eonsland as | 108,138 76,306 | 14.3 185,068 

uth Austrelia(b) |. 73,226 53,076 4 1854 126 ,508 

stern australia 36,440 34,818 Ons TAR one 

smeania ing 3,827 23,459 | 13.0 28,095. 
TOTAL: 525,070 


a) Includes australian Capital Torritory. 
b) Includes Northern Torritory. 


( 
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(ii) Unemployment Benefits: Monthly State Totals. The amounts paid in 


employment benefit in each State during each month of the year ended June, 1946, were as 
llows:< 


UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS PAID DURING SACH MONTH OF 1945-46 3 STATES 


Wales (a) | Victoria land | Aust, (a). | Australia | Tesmands | woarts 
Le Za Ss ae £e he a. 































5 - 
uly oe 51 99 8 232 
ugust ae 728 2 , 008 
eptember .. 877 2,513 
ctober ary 1,514 4,239 
ovember oo» 25897 7,279 
ecember =. 125203 17,419 





5. = 

anuary ee 
ebruary ee 
arch An 














132,872 
82,086 
9,422 


198,506 


pril ae 9,998 

ay AS Lieto 

une ee 9,342 
Total: 





a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (5) Includes Northern Territory. 


4. CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING YHRAR 
(See also 7 and 8) 


. 4 
(i) Total Persons, State Totals. The following table shows the number of 
rsons in each State admitted to benefit during the year ended June, 1946:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ADMITTED TO BENUFIT DURING 1945-46 : STATES 
Sickness 


| Males |Females | Males {Females 
38,451} 10,169 

















Special 


SOAP ee 
Males [Fomales | Males | Females | Persons | 
























w South Wales(a) 
ctoria oe 
eens land ee 
uth Australia(b) 
stern Australia 
smania oe 

Total: 63,622 
Includes Australian Capital Territory. 





1,834 3144 23148 | 
(95,721) 18,840 | 114 56) | 
b) Includes Northern Territory. 

(ii) Total Persons, Classification of Beneficiaries by Age and Dependants. 
the following table claimants admitted to benefit during the year ended Juno, 1946, have 
en classificd according to type of claimant as dotermined by tho maximum benofit appro- 
iate to the age and conjugal condition of the beneficiary and the number of dependants in 
spoct of whom the benoficiary was entitled to benofit:- 


CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING 1945-46 3: CLASSIFICATION OF BENBFICIARINS : AUSTRALIA 


Pyare? Claimant | Unempl oyment Sickness | Total (a) 
Males |Fomales 





der 18 years, unmarricd 
with no dependants ee 
with dependent child .. 
-21 yoars, unmarriod - 
with no depondants sie 
with dopondent child .. 
or 21 yoars, unmarried- 
with no depondants ae 
with dopondent child .. 
y @go, marricd - 
With no dependants .. 
with dopondont spouse 
with dopendont spouse 
and child ee 
with dependant child 

(no dependont spouse) 302 


1 206| 739 54 
Total: P= | 63,622 12,212 | 31,974 6,471/95,721 | 18,840 | 114,564 


a) Includes Spocial Bonofits (125 males, 157 females, 282 persons 
NOT#: Unmarriod includes widowed and divorced. 


4. 





Wy 
\ 


Lf The preceding table shows tho maximum rate applicable to coach typo of 
“peneficiary. The actual benefit paid was loss in meny casos dus to the application of a 
moans test" as to income. 


Forty three per cont. of the beneficiaries did not receive any additional 
pernefit in rospect of dependants while 35 por cei. reccived additional benefits in 
“sespect of dependent spouse and child, 20 per cont. in respect of dependent spouse only 
and 2 per cent. in respect of dependont child onl; 


Fifty nine per cent. of the beneficiarios worc married = 69 por cont. 
yy males, and 8 per cent. of femalos,. 


5. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 


(i) Duration. The numbeor of wocks during which bonofit was paid for each 
i the 98,036 causes of bencfit discontinusd during the year ended June, 1946, is shown 
jsolow; © 


DURATION OF BENGFITS DISCONTINUED DURING 1945-46 : AUSTRGLIA 
































Duration of | Unomploymont is _ bicktese. 3) i 

Benofit Melos | Fomales [ Persons | Wales | {Pomales s_| Porsons 
Weoks | 
wwss than 1 25120 292 2,412 
“and under 2 Bree Oe 586 4 4954 
nd under 3 3,090 Heisiah | enhs 
nd undor 4 5843 566 3 409 
pendeunder 5 29286 470 a5 100 
') and under 9 5343 ables) 6,472 
Wendsunder 13 29464 567 3,031 
eae Uundor 1-7 laa 332 1.6609 
rand under 21 Hao 168 O1 
mance under 25 ATL 102 pte 
ww End over 











er cece es MRA na 


cee 294 14346 


| els ‘ > | 25,847) 5,094 | : 30,941 | 81,123] 16 1915 | 98,038 | 


(a) Tye ludes Spocial Bonofits (105 os 3, 47 fomales, 152 persons). 


Of the 98,038 bonofits ciscontinued during the first yoer's operations 
‘of the Unomployment and Siekness Benefits Act, 22,559 persons or 23 ver cont.) wore in 
“woceipt of benefit for fivo wecks and ovor, 31,865 (or 33 per cent.) for four weeks and 
~over, 56,352 (or 57 per cent.) for three weeks and over, 73,489 (or 75 per cent.) for two 
weeks and over, 88,321 (or 90 per cont.) for one week and ovor, whilst 9,717 (or 10 per 
“gent.) roceived bonofit for less than one wook. 


The average duration of the 30,941 sickness benefits discontinued was 
longer than that of the 66,945 unemployment benofits discontinued, being 6.5 as comparod 
_with 3.0 woeks for contig omnioett's 
Comparative figures for each State are shown in tho following table:- 


AVERSGE DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING. 1945-46 : STATES 









me 





ET ETE Ne EAD eS RR oe 


sVErage duration (in 9 we 






















‘Class of er a et a he ar ee 

‘ New South | South estern | Common— 

f es j 15 OAC ray pe es . n 
| Benefit Wales Victoria Sipe nat ene. | austrearia australia | Tesmenia | Ont 
i nemploymont 3.3 4.0 | 
WLC ness Ea Giaul! Bat! 
pecial ate | 7.3 in 6.4 
ae = oP eee 
‘otal all Classes?! ‘ 3.9 | 4.9 
Sa | | | 





The average duration of unomployment benefits in New South Wales and South 
ere Tia was much lower than in the other States, due to the large numbers who were 
admitted to benefit for a comparatively short period in thoso two States due to power 
rationing. 


air, 
(ii) Reasons for Co 7 Cessation. Tho roasons for terminating tho 98,038 casos 
f benefits discontinucd during ; tho yoar endcd Juno, 1946 aro shovm heroundcr; = 


BENEFITS DISCONTINUZD DURING 1945-46 6 = RESON | -SON FOR CESSATION : USTRALL. 


Unemployment 


Reason for Cessation Wales Tomales 












__Sicknoss _ ‘= Total (2) 
Males _ | ‘[remales hiales “a Total 











mployment secured or 








resumed .. | 43,551] 10,033] 15,222] 2,795 ! 58,854] 12,845 | 71,699 
incapacity terminated .. . - H,O69"' 15636. Ue Ora “tees 8,707 
‘ailure to report - 10,007] 1,613 586 225 10,598| 1,841 | 12,439 | 
“ailure to comply with a | 

direction under the Act 152 | ee 21 7 Ue) 1:9 iUS)Z) 
‘ransfer to another benefit 

covered by the Act ax 609 69 473 55 i Oay 127 1,214 
tatutory age limit 

reached (b) 2s 66 - 79 g 150 8 158 
‘ermanont incapacity (c) 110 Sit deg EY | 145 1,130 149 | 1,279 
ompensation and other | 

similar payments af 16 2 192 10>. | 208 10 218 
ransfer to other pensions | 

not covered by the Act .. 199 174 Al 3 | a 404 
eath a 15 561 36 579 | 617 
_ransfer to another State 

‘or district 2 381 17 354 | 12 735 1314 

ther os 65 18 soeeeer 44 S65.) ee 

Total: 55 iT] 1,774 1G cele 25,847 | 5,094 t Biyted 1659 45 i 98,038 





2 sb eaten paentee alee ceases ree 
(a) Includes Special Benefits (oe gees males, 47 females, 152 persons) 
(b) Includes transfer to Old Age Pension. (c) Includes transfer to Invalid Pension. 





os 


Of the 66,945 cases of unemployment benefit terminated during the year 
nded June, 1946, 65,204 (97.4 per cent.) secured cmployment or failed to report (which 
n the great majority of cases means that the person has secured employment without 
ivising the Departmont of Social Services) and 1,076 (1.6 per cent.) transforred to 
ickness or Special Benefit (ms inly Sickness) or to another district. 


Of the 30,941 cases of sickness benefit terminated, 27,533 (89 por cent.) 
_scovered from their illness end presumably resumcd employment, 1,162 (3.8 per cent.) 
“sre classified as permanently incapacitated which in the vast majority of cascs moans 
nat they were transferrcd to Invalid Pon-ion, 994 (3.3 por cont.) transferrod to Unemploy- 
snt or Special Bonefit (mainly Unemployment) or to another district and 597 (1.9 per cent.) 
Led. 


6.. PERSONS ON BENEFIT 1.7 


TP END OF JUNE Vey 1946 
See also nd 


d 8) 


_EN 
Ta 


(i) Total Persons. (a) Proportion per 10,000 in Employment. The proportion 


ter are me oe 


fF persons on benefit ~ at 30th June, 1946 to the Sonera 5 number of *Gmployee s in cmployment 
is approximately 71 per 10,000 comprising 38 unomployment, 32 sickness and 1 spocial cago 
ar 10,000. 


The following table shows tho proportions for males and females separately:~ 


PROPORTION OF PSRSONS ON BE? oe 30TH PR_ 10,000 “AGE 


~ AND SALARY ZARNERS IN 


ee 





TO ES 








_ 3 i [__froportion on. | bensfit ; per hoe ,000- in _omployment 

i 5 a - ENED CADET SD ee AEN 
Sox Sep ewe Eee Uns mployment. "_Sickns SS Special Total 
[___ Proportion rowate cae UNS US a cd Se a a RNR ey, 


Wales .. | per 10,000 malos “at 51 | 3 | - | 88 
"Females per 10,000,fcmales | 6 | 21 | D) | 29 
. jeer ee Ss aa ea ree 
Persons per 10,000 porsons i 36 | ae, di Watt 








Be- 
(ii) Total Porsons. (b) Statc Totals. Tho number of persons in cach Stato 
in recoipt of benofit at 30th Jun, 1946, w wore as follows: 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH JUNE, bee : STATES 


Bheto jpounsep oon. 


__ Thales Males (Fomelos 


New We ates) 1,537 
Victoria diene OMe 
Queens land ee 
South Australia (b) 442 
Wostern Australia) 1,768 
Tasmania 2+ | 86 


Total: 8, 451f_ ABs Behe yo. Ayo | ez 110 | 14,5981 1,925 O25 * 
Includes Australion on Capital “Torritory, oO) Includes ee OP EAUOT Vas 


T. UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAINS ADMITTED DURING YEAR AND PERSONS 
ON BaNerIT AT GND OF YRAR 











Sieknoss 

















(i) Cause of unemployment. The following table analyses the main roasons 
for loss of cmployment as given by the 75,834 persons admitted to unemployment benefit 
during the year ended June, 1946. 


Difficulty has been experienced in classifying causes of unemployment due 
to the vague reasons given by some bencficicrics. 


In an attempt to remedy this a now classification was introduced on 
ist July, 1946 and efforts are being made in respect of admissions to benefit cftor that 
date, to obtain an adéquato reason why each boncficiary becsme unemployed. 
CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT - CLATNS ADMITTHD DURING me 46 3 AUSTRALIA 


AT FE A oe OR a EE 





























Cause of Unemployment ——- = io 
oe cr po Melos 
Due to discherge or lay-off by employer « 
Power retioning ANE oe hoo lle OG 48,832 
Seasonel work completed .. os | 4,826 154 4,980 
Re-arrangement of steff, replaced by returned 
service personnel ate a | 1,282 TS) 
Industrial dispute (other than strikers), 
lock-out (a) es Re 1,148 122 
Inefficiency Si oe 714 28 
Misconduct ar °° Me 7 
Other and ill-defined discharges or lay-offs .. Lap Seal 476 
Due to employse quitting the job oc the Zhe | 91 
Work too heavy, ill health (b) as 2,947 174 
Hx-service personnel not yct returned to work aie 374 3} 
Other and ill-definsd causss Se IL £90. ae : 
Totals 63..622 12,212 





a) Direct particips nts in strikes aro not ee iO Dene tent. 
(bo) It has not beon possible to allocato these betwocn discharges and quits. 





Of the 75,834 unemployment claims admitted during the year 48,832 (64 per 
cent.) were jue to power restrictions imposed on industry mainly in New South Wales and 
South Australis during December, 1945 and early January, 1946. In New South Vales 39,195 
persons (29,630 males, 9,565 females) gevo power rationing as the cause of thoir unomploy- 
Ient. Corresponding figures for South sustrelis were Shen Oat vereons (7.618 males, 1,429 
femalss), 


T° 
(ii) ugoge The distribution of uncmploymont beneliciarics by go groups 
is shown in tho following table:- 


GROUPED iGE = UNSMPLOYMENT CLAIMS ADMITT3D DURING YZAR SNDED JUNE, 1946 
AND PERSONS ON BNSF IT al 30TH “JUNG i, 1946 : AUSTRALIS 


Grouped Age | Giaims admitted during 1945-46 | On benifit at 30th June, 1946 


(as at 31st 

Dec., 1945 M Females Persons Males Females Persons 
16-19 yeuns 489 | 163 | 652 
20=24 696 | 118 | 814 | 
25029 86" 750 | 59 809 
30-34 " 839 25 864 
35-39 780 20 800 
40-44 " 931 Ay 948 
45-49 " 1,021 15 1,036 
90«54 =" 950 10 960 
55-59 28 1,079 it 1,090 
60-64 " 916 - 916 
Total: 8,451 | 438 8,889 





(iii) Industrial Groups. The distribution, according to main industrial 
groups of those admitted to unemployment benefit during the year ended June, 1946 and of 
those in receipt of benefit at 30th June, 1946 was as follows:- 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - UNEMPLOYMENT CLSIMS ADMITTSD DURING YEAR ENDSD JUNE, 1946 
AND PERSONS ON BONSFIT AT. 30TH J JUND, 1946 s AUSTRALIA 


Claims admitted 
during 1945-46 
Males _ | Females 










On benefit 
at 30th June 
Males | Foemalos 













Industrial Group 


ee rene 


Persons 





griculture, Pastoral and Dairying .. 


S40 12 14 3,386 
ther Primary Production as 282 - 282 
oal hiining es oe 347 = 347 
ther Mining and Quarrying ee 434 1 435 
aActories and Industrial - 
~ Founding, engineering, metal working 
including shipbuilding ee 24 4584 Apacer | a0g0l6 
Vehicles, including aircraft ee 4,327 188 4515 
Textiles and articles of dress oe 3,666 DAsiS | 10,22) 
Food, drink and tobacco ee 5,664 1,009 | 6,673 
Furniture, woodwork, ctc. ar 1,986 92 2,078 
Other Factories, including heat, | 
light and power ae 7,421 946 | 8,367 
uilding and Construction ee 2,944 - | 2,944 
ransport and Communication aS 2,102 36 | A130 eh a | 
ommercs and Finance - 
Wholcsale and retail trade <e 38 939 
Finance and Property oe 


ublic Administration and Profossional 
orsonal and Domestic Service 
ther an 


Totals: 


The States with tho largest numbors of males in roecoipt of unemployment 
benefit at 30th Juno, 1946 in the principal industrial groups wore:- 


Food, etc., factories. (Commonwealth 1,889 malcs) - Queensland 1,590 (Rockhampton 896, 
Brisbane 298 - mainly meatworks), Western Australia 106 (Parth Pale 


Founding, engincoring, etc. (1,059) - Now South “ales 427 (Nowcestle 141, Lambton 76), 
Wastern Australia 309 (Perth 270). 


A edliure pastoral, ctc. (924) - Queensland 537 (Mackay 176, Cairns 98 - mainly sugar 
growing and sheep grazing), New South Vales 195 (Orange 57, Broken Hill 48). 

Wholesale and retsil trade (901)- Queensland 345 (Brisbane 176, Rockhampton 45), 

"estern Australia 264 (Porth 205). 


Public administration and professional. (697) 
Civilign employoes of .llicd Government forcos (334) - Queenslend 231 (Brisbane 
191), New South Weles 49. 
(b) Loc2l Government administretion (147) - Quoonsland 83. 
(c) Other public administretion (122) - Queensland 50. 
(ad) Health, hospitals, otc. (96) = Queensland 34. 


Building and Construction (586) os 


Construction, etc. of buildings (308) - Queensland 147 (Brisbane 53), Western 
Australia 64, New South Wales 62. 
(b) Construction, etc. of roads, railways, earthworks, etc. (278) - Queensland 152, 
New South Wales 52. 


Transport (577) 
(a) Road Transport (172) - Queensland 72 (Brisbane 53). 


(b) Loading and discharging vessels (168) - Queensland 126 (Rockhampton 54, 
Brisbane 44). 

(c) Rail and Air Transport (100) - Queensland 42. 

(d) Shipping (92) - Queensland 49. 





(iv) Metropolitan and Other. Unemployment Benefits granted during the year 
ended 30th June, 1946 and those current at 30th June, 1946 are dissected into "Metropolitan" 
and "Other" districts (based on the usual place of residence of the beneficiary) in the 
following table:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BSNEFICIGRIES BRTVERN VETROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS (&) - STiTNS 





Claims admitted during 1945-46 | On bonofit at 30th duno, 1946 
Stats Metropolitan Other "_Motropolitan l Other 
Males Fomales Males. Femalos| Males | Fomeles | 

New South Wales 7,604 12,006 Bgoo 469 26 102 
Victoria ee 44 1,343 20 206 9 9 
Queensland ar 21 Tgled Selon (a aeeny mh 185 
south Australia .. 1,435 610 50 385 6 1 
Western Australia Dey) 604 19: 2570 78 8 
Tasmania oe ry 87 4 64 ‘i fi 

Totals 41,854 132 | 4,498 306 





(a) Metropolitan comprises the regims administered from Capitel city and Suburban 
district offices of the Departmont of Social Services. In South Australia Port 
Adelaide and in Western australia Frementle and Midlend Junction are included in 
Metropolitan. In New South Wales Liverpool is included in "Other". 


8. SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTZD DURING YEAR AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT 
At_END OF YEAR 


(i) Nature of Sickness. The principal types of sickness, as stated on 
medical certificates, etc., of those admitted to Sicknoss Benefit during the year ended 
June, 1946 and of those who were in receipt of Sicknoss Bonefit at 30th June, 1946 are 
indicated in the next table:- 


NATURE OF SICKNESS - GLAIMS ADKITTED 70 BENEFIT DURING 1945-46 
LND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH JUNE, 1946 : SUSTRaLITA 

















Claims admitted On bonefit at 
Nature of Sickness { during 1945-46 : 30th June, 1946 
ie Males Females{ Pers { Mi | Fomalos 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases Boel 490 | 2,747 381 
Cancer oe es 290 748 \ 278 61 
Other Tumours .. 263 182 | 445 44 
_ Rhoumatism, Diseeses of Nutrition | | 
and Vitamin=Deficiency Diseases 1,986 464 | 2,450 496 
Diseases of - 
Blood and Blood-forming organs 201 169 | 370 Bt 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 2,884 886+) 3.7.67 7a 
Circulatory System oe 2yo909 210'|. 3,229 787 
Respiratory Systom vs Se 491 | 4,201 645 
Digestive System ee 6,978 1gok9) 8,297 1,018 
Genito-Urinary System be 1,343 AST le 14 280 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. oe - B08 | 353 = 
Skin and Collular Tissue ve 2,010 309 |} 2,319 303 
Bones and Organs of Movement 925 149 | 1,074 170 
Other Diseases (including Ill- 
Defined Conditions) xs 549 220 | 769 96 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning ~ | 
Fracturos Le vet 85707 245! 2,952 732 
Other Injuries, etc. oe | 2,904 foi | «8,805 424 
Operations, (original disability : ae om ee 31 
Other oe oo 105 32 ESM 


Total: FS FRE PCE PSP AD 





9. 


fn analysis of the 38,445 sicknoss benofits admittcd during tho yoar cnded 
» 1946 reveals the most prevalont discascs, otc. included in osch of tho main typos as 
wst— 


gtive and parasitic diseases - influenza (726 males, 88 fomalos), tuborculosis 
133)3 
9 ? 


natism, etc. = acute rheumatic fever (277, 109), chronic rhcumetism and other rheumtic 
1868 (1,144, 153), ill-defined rhoumetism (254, 41); 


ases of the nervous systom, otc. - mental disordors and deficiency (1,193, 625), nouritis 
, 79), .disoasos of the organs of vision (426, 44); 


ases of the circulatory system - discases of tho myocardium (530, 25), diseases of the 
nary arterics and angina pectoris (438, 13), othor and unspocifiod hoart disoascs (791, 
varicos (539, 42), idiopathic high blood pressurc (322, 55); 


asos.of tho rospiratory system = bronchitis (1,097, 123); pnoumonia and plourisy (1,464, 
» asthma (390, 50), sinusitis (224, 34); 


ases of tho digestive systom - appendicitis (2,085, 746), hornie (1,106, 32), uleor of 
, stomach (899, 40), ulcer of duodenum (717, 25)4 discasos of pharynx and tonsils (548, 
182) 3 


asos of tho genito-urinary systom = discasos of tho Kidnoys and urctors (836, 184) 3 


ases of tho female genital organs, not spocificd as vonorenl ( = , 229); 
turcs = of the lower limbs (1,087, 121), of tho upper limbs(870, 77); 


r_injurics - open wounds, porforations and laccrations (599, 43), sprains and strains 
; 7 head injurios (278, 29). 


(ii) agos. In the following table the sickncoss bonoficiaries are distributed 
Tding to age groups:- 
GROUPED AGH = SICKNSSS CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING 1945-46 AND 


PHRSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH JUNE, 1946 : sUSTRILTA 
Grouped Age(as | Claims admitted during 1945-46 On bonefit at 30th June, 1946 


at 3ist Dec. 1945) Malos | Females | Porsons [| Malos | Fomalos | 








16-19 years 2,504 9 

20-24 +" 25287 

25-29. =" 2,929 

30-34 * 3,475 

op=39) — 3,690 429 

40=-44 * 35623 401 

45-49 ” Se 413 

50-54 * 3,447 318 

oS ad Sy ttS 194 

60-64 ¥ 2,668 - 25668 622 - 


Total: RE ae a EEE 6.127 7.504 


(iii) Incidence of Sickness according to ago. Tho following table analyses 
incidence of malo admissions to sickness benefit during tho yoar ended June, 1946 in 
main types of sickness according to specificd age groups: : 


INCIDENCE OF MAIN TYP@s OF SICKNESS IN S°SCIFI=D AGE GROUPS - 
MALES | ADMITTED TO SICKNESS BENUFIT DURING 1945-46 - LUSTRAITS 










Nature of Sickness 





Infectious and Parasitic Diseases A 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition, etc. 
Diseases of - 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 
Circulatory System 
Respiratory System 
Digestive System 
Practuros 
Other Injuries 


10. 
The effect of age on certain types of disease is clearly indicated in the 
‘receding table. Diseases of the circulatory system (heart diseases, etc.) are shown to be 
assentially diseases of advancing years. In this category 71 per cent. of the males were 
$5 years of age and over. Rheumatism (other than acute rheumatic fever) and diseases of the 
respiratory system also reveal the same tendency but to a lesser degree. Diseases of the 
ligestive system are more evenly distributed throughout the different age groups. Injuries 
,are more prevalent in the lower age groups due in part to the greater activity of youth. 
Most of the injuries included are non-occupational as occupational injuries are generally 
sovered by compensation and therefore do not usually come within the ambit of the Act. 


' Owing to the rapid decline in numbers of females in employment in the higher 
age groups the influonce of age on tho difforent types of discases is not evident froma 
similar consideration of females granted sickness benefit. This decline explains in part 
the relatively small number of heart diseases amongst female boneficiaries, tho other factor 
1@ing that those diseases are less prevalent amongst females generally. 


(iv) Industrial Groups. Tho distribution, according to main industrial 
~groups, of those admitted to sickness benefit during tho yoar and those on benefit at 
30th June, 1946 is showm in tho noxt tablo:- 


INDUSTRIAL GROUPS : SICKNESS CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING 1945-46 
AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 30TH JUNE, 1946 : AUS RALIA 





Claims admitted On bonefit at 
Industrial Group during 1945-46 30th Junc, 1946 
oa Persons 
igriculture, Pastoral and Dairying 28 25200 
Jcher Primary Production ar 2 614 
toal Mining te nC 4 1,410 
)ther Mining and Quarrying os 1 544 
-“actorios and Industrial - . 
Founding, engineering, motal working 
including shipbuilding ee 359 6, 763 
Vehicles, including aircraft an 82 ye COre 
Textiles and articles of dress oe 15445 2,719 
Food, drink and tobacco a 546 2,954 
Furniture, woodworking, otc. ee ag yest 
_.Othor Factories, including heat, 
light and power ee 394 3,249 
,juilding and Construction oe 4 25984 
ransport and Communication ee 200 3,084 
‘ommerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade ar OOH) 3,570 
Finance and Property ee WE 209 
‘ublic Administration and Professional 909 2,424 
‘ersonal and Domestic Service ee 1,360 2,480 
ther AC oe 16_ 141 
Total: 31,974 38,445 Ter a se 


(v) Metropolitan and Other. Sickness Benefits granted during the year ended 
‘une, 1946 and those current at 30th June, 1946 are dissected into "Motropolitan" and "Othor' 
“istricts (based on tho usual place of rosidenco of the beneficiary) in the following 
able:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNSSS BENEFICIARIES BET"S"N MBTROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS(a) : STATES 


a Claims admitted during HOseaae. ot 
oe aOther a 





; State 
<a Males |Femalos 
lew South Wales .. 5,618 763 
~Ycotoria oe 2,818 Bou 
mecnslend era 25637 338 
iouth Australia .. Lae IAAT 
“estorn Australia’ i pald/| aie 
asmania ee ) 910 166 fe 
Total: 17,648 45057 | 14 926 PC Re Pe ee a) eae 


a) Metropolitan comprises tho regions administered from Capital City and suburban district 
offices of the Department of Social Services, In South Australia, Port Adolaide and 
in Western Australia, Midland Junction are included in Metropolitan. In New South 
Wales Liverpool is included in "Othor".. 
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